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YOUNG VOICES
memorable in Clinton history
Early-Day Banker
By Jennifer Stehr
Tom J. Nance w as very important 
to C u s te r  C o u n ty .  He fo u n d e d  
Clinton and contributed m oney  
and land to the tow n. Clinton has  
com e a long w ay  s in ce  the N ance  
days.
T om  N a n c e  w a s  fa t h e r  of t w o  
children--Albert Nance and Mrs. 
Blakesly Barron.
Nance founded Clinton in 1 9 0 2 .  
At that time, Custer County w a s  
c a l le d  “ G ” C o u n ty .  O th er  m en  
instrum ental in the formation of 
the tow nsh ip  w ere  N a n c e ’s bro­
ther-in-law , C. W. Goodwin; A. N. 
Curry, h is  f a t h e r - in - la w ;  J. L. 
Avant; E. E. Blake; and F. E. Rickey.
Tom Nance helped organize the  
C u ster  C ou n ty  S t a t e  B a n k ,  th e  
first bank in Clinton. Other b u s i ­
n e s s e s  he  h e lp e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  
w e r e  th e  F ir s t  N a t io n a l  B a n k ,  
C linton B u i ld in g  and  L oan , th e  
Oklahoma W estern  Railroad, and  
Clinton’s first e lectric light c o m ­
p a n y .  He a l s o  d o n a t e d  lan d  for  
many churches.
N a n c e ’s w ife  s a id ,  “ He n e v e r  
w a n t e d  a n y t h in g  to  be  n a m e d  
a f te r  h im . ’’ H o w e v e r ,  a f t e r  h is  
death , Mrs. N ance a llow ed  Nance  
E lem en tary  School to be nam ed  
after him. She w a s  a lso  a sk ed  to 
allow Frisco A v en u e  to be nam ed  
after him, w hich sh e  declined.
Tom N ance w a s  very  important  
to the econ om ic  w elfare  of Clinton 
by w orking with various banking  
s y s t e m s ,  e n c o u r a g in g  th e  c o n ­
struction of the Oklahoma W estern  
Railroad, providing a p o w er  co m ­
pany in h om es  and industr ies ,  and 
show ing his concern for education  
by donating his tim e, m oney , and  
lan d  for th e  b u i ld in g  of s c h o o l s .  
W ithout all of th e se  contributions  
by Mr. N a n c e ,  C lin ton  m a y  not  
have had the technology  and the 
p eop le  for the to w n ’s growth and  
developm ent.
A car acc id en t  took the life of 
our c i ty ’s founder on N o v em b er  
16, 1 9 1 6 .  He w a s  returning hom e  
from an errand in Colony, O kla­
homa, w h ere  he had b een  working  
on a project to get an Indian school  
located  in Clinton, w h en  his car 
struck  a bridge ea st  of tow n. Mr. 
N ance  and the driver, Jeff Thorn-  
b r o u g h ,  w e r e  k i l le d  in s t a n t ly .  
A n o t h e r  p a s s e n g e r ,  M rs. Sam  
H aw ks, w a s  ser iously  injured.
D e a th ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b r o u g h t  an  
end to the life of Tom J. N ance--but  
not to the grow th of his h op es  and  
d ream s. Clinton lives  on, and Mr. 
N a n c e ’s m em ory is our h istory .*
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